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I. Introduction  

Independent United Nations Watch (IUNW) is an international initiative launched by a number 

of former UN experts, figures and diplomats. The prime objective of IUNW is to observe the 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ agencies to make sure they achieve the noble 

goals of the International body. While, our organisation is not affiliated to the United Nations 

or part of its family, it works with many member states and UN agencies worldwide. IUNW 

seeks to carry out an external observation and auditing (non-binding) of the United Nations 

key Organisations and actions in addition to helping achieve a quality management system for 

its bodies. We strive to end the politicization of the UN and help end International corruption. 

This report is part of our efforts to monitor the work of United Nations Human Rights Council 

in Geneva. It is an essential exertion to promote International Human Rights and to expose 

ά.ƻƎǳǎέ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ employ human rights for political goals. For decades, 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƪŜȅ ¦b ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ άparalysed and ineffectiveέ ƛƴ achieving their goals 

due to ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ international agency. Many 

countries have failed in improving the conditions of Human Rights for their people, despite the 

many resolutions directed at them. A report for Amnesty by its Senior Director, International 

Law and Policy at Amnesty International by Tawanda Mutasah (2016) described the human 

ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǎȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ {ŀǳŘƛ !ǊŀōƛŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƻǇ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ōƻŘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 

human rights violations without being undermined by geopolitics and competing national 

interests, is being called into question because of the abysmal track record of one of its 

members ς Saudi Arabia - and the failure of other members to call it to account. Since it joined 
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the UN Human Rights Council in January 2014 Saudi Arabia has carried out gross and 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ¸ŜƳŜƴΦέ1 

Rosa Freedman (2014) argued in her boƻƪ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ¦b ƛǎ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊŀǾŜ 

human rights abuses. It is failing to deal with the conflicts that give rise to wide scale atrocities. 

But why is it failing to confront these horrors? Although the UN may protect some human 

rights iƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ǿŀǎǘƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΦέ2 The failure of the 

human rights council is also embodied ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ƻŦ άrogueέ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ 

bizarre that country with an awful human rights record set by the council as members such as 

Burundi and Saudi Arabia.34 

The most recent failure of the UN Human Rights Council is represented by the irresponsible 

participation of NGOs. The number of NGOs participating in the Human Rights Council has 

risen dramatically in the last 3 years. While some of these NGOs hold UN ECOSOC consultative 

ǎǘŀǘǳǎΤ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ Indeed, the participation of non ECOOC accredited NGOS is 

legitimate; the lack of scrutiny and check background seems to damage the credibility of the 

council. One unique case drew the attention of IUNW at the 36th session held in September 

2017. United Arab Emirates (UAE) have created a false human rights network to attack and 

ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƛǘǎ άǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭέ rivals in the region, whether they are political parties, governments 

ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ bDhǎ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¦!9 ƭƻōōȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Iw/ ƛǎ άǳǘǘŜǊέ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊ 

disorganized effort. The Lobby led by an Emirate Organisation calledΣ ά!Ǌŀō CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

Human Rights ς !CIwέ is an umbrella of 40 assumed NGOs and Human Rights centers. This 

                                                             
1 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/07/un-end-hypocrisy-of-saudi-arabia-in-human-rights-council/ 
2 https://ilg2.org/2014/05/30/failing-to-protect-the-un-and-the-politicisation-of-human-rights/ 
3 http://www.ishr.ch/news/burundi-should-be-suspended-human-rights-council-failure-cooperate-un-treaty-body 
4 https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/11/01/how-saudi-arabia-kept-its-un-human-rights-council-seat 

https://ilg2.org/author/rafreedman2013/
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report concludes - as demonstrated in the below pages ς that ǘƘŜ ¦!9Ωǎ !CIw bDh ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ 

has only 4 real Organisations whilst the other 36Σ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΗ 

II. Aims & Objectives 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŀ άōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘέ ŀƴŘ άŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜέ attempt to describe some events that took place at 

the HRC in its 36th session. It will provide a verdict upon thoroughly examining the evidence 

and will avoid taking biased towards any side. The key objective of this report is to look at the 

NGOs and their relations with the member states as well as other stakeholders. The Prime 

ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ Iw/ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ άǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭέ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŀƴŘ that it remain only 

a place where human rights are protected and promoted.  United Nations definition of the 

IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ άŀn intergovernmental body within the United Nations structure, with 

a membership consisting of 47 states. The Council is responsible for strengthening the 

promotion and protection of human rights around the globe. It was created by the UN General 

Assembly iƴ нллс ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ5 

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¦b ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ Iw/ ŀǎ άthe main United Nations forum for intergovernmental 

cooperation and dialogue on human rights issues. Its focus is to help member states meet their 

human rights, obligations through dialogue, capacity building, and technical assistance. The 

Council also makes recommendations to the General Assembly for further development of 

international law in the field of human rights.έ6 

                                                             
5 http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/hr_council/hr_q_and_a.htm 
6 http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/hr_council/hr_q_and_a.htm 
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III. Incident Description 

This section is built on the basis of our previous ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ conclusions. Our initial report issued 

two weeks ago report revealed the executive summary of its Investigation carried out at the 

United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva for the 36thy session. The investigation was 

also carried in Brussels to track the actions of illegal organisation s. 

L¦b² ŎǊŜǿ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ¦b Iw/Ωǎ осǘƘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƘŜƭŘ 

in Geneva between 11 ς 29th of September 2017. The teams attended few meetings organized 

by different NGOs concerning the Middle East affairs, particularly those related to Gulf States 

Crisis. The teams noticed unethical lobbying and political bullying committed by the states of 

UAE, Iran, Israel and Saudi Arabia. The countries above have been heavily engaged in 

pressuring special rapture, provide misleading information to the Council and misinform the 

public opinion.  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

rapporteurs. IUNW will be releasing regular reports to demonstrate the unethical political 

pressure exerted by these countries. To begin with, the first report will focus on the United 

Arab Emirates efforts to pressure the council.  

Throughout the HRC 36th session, AFHR held few meetings with the help two Egyptian NGOs 

which hold UN ECOSOC Special Consultative status. The meetings were announced that they 

will discuss human rights in the Middle East, alternatively, they discussed what they described 

ŀǎ άƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ŀōǳǎŜǎ ƛƴ vŀǘŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜtings were very politically motivated and featured 

anti-Qatar speakers and analysts.  

The teams noticed the excessive size of unethical Lobbying efforts that have been carried out 

ōȅ ¦!9Ωǎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜȅ are part of the 
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¦!9Ωǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ apparatus. Our researchers concluded that a key local Emirate organisation 

calledΣ ά!Ǌŀō CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ό!w!.CIwύέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōǊƛōƛƴƎ bDhǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ 

to distort the image of Qatar and other countries at the UNΦ {ŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅΣ !w!.CIwΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 

objective was to undermine the credibility of any NGOs that criticize the Human Rights 

conditions in UAE. For example, Human Rights Watch and Amnesty were exposed to smear 

campaign for the past few weeks. 

Moreover, AFHR organizeŘ ŀ ǇƛŎƪŜǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¦b Iv ƛƴ DŜƴŜǾŀ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ άƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ 

abuses in Qatar. The picket was merely attended by African asylum seekers and refugees in 

Geneva who was apparently paid to take part in this controversial event. This action was a 

landmark reason for us to carry a wide scale organisation on AFHR, its links, funding and 

operations.  

IV. Methods of Investigation 

The Investigation methods will rely on through check of AFHR and its associates who are 

ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ άCƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ aŜƳōŜǊǎέ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘo AFHR, 40 Arab organisations established this 

entity back in 2010. Our investigation will be measuring the credibility of AFHR and those 40 

organisations.  

Key questions are raised about these NGOs such as: 

1) Do they really exist? 

2) Are they licensed? 

3) Where are they based? 

4) What are their prime projects/campaigns? 
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5) What are their membership and affiliations. 

6) Who are the directors, key activists leading it? 

Prior answering theses questions and before we navigate in the founding members of the 

AFHR; we need to have a closer look about this Organisation and how it becomes ǘƘŜ άǎǇƛƴέ 

machine for UAE at HRC and worldwide.  

 

V. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά!Ǌŀō CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ for Human rightsέΚ 

According to the Website of Arab Federation for Human Rights (AFHR), the organisation   άǿŀǎ 

officially founded during an event organized by the United Nations Human Rights Council in 

DŜƴŜǾŀΣ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΣ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нмǎǘ 2015 which turned-out to be the 

International Day of Peace. The establishment of the organisation took place at a side event of 

ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊǘƛŜǘƘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦b IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦέ 7 

¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴΣ ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ 5ǊΦ!ƘƳŜŘ ¢Ƙŀƴƛ !ƭ IŀƳƭƛ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

founding committee of the Federation clarified that the board of directors of the organisation  

held its first official meeting in Geneva, Switzerland. This meeting was followed by several 

others aimed at developing the concept of the Federation which emerged from the urgent 

need to unify all Arab Human Rights organisation s. Their unified efforts will be geared 

towards an integral legal work, the development of the Arab world as well as working to 

showcase the reality of and improving the human rights situation in the Arab world. Thus, the 

                                                             
7 http://arabfhr.org/about-the-federation/?lang=en 
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Federation resulted from the concerted efforts, support and coordination between the 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀō ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦέ 

A- AFHR OrganisationalFrame 

The structure of AFHR may seem to be robust for any outsider. However, upon taking closer 

look; the organisation seems to be totally different that it claims to be. The website of AFHR 

states, about its structure, ά¢ƘŜ Federation is headed by a President who is elected by the 

General Assembly. The executive committee, including its founding members under the direct 

supervision of the President. The membership of the Federation is open to all NGOs working in 

the human rights field as well as all civil society organisations are working in human rights and 

the protection of rights and freedoms in all the Arab countries including those working in the 

!Ǌŀō ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦέ 

All in all, AFHR announced that its operating on the basis of having proper member 

organisations who sit on the Executive Committee as well as the General Assembly thus they 

elect the president and oversee the projects. Therefore, it's important that this report looks 

into those organisationsΣ άŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΣ 

their work and what they stand for. 

B- AFHR Legal entity  

According to our through research and communication with various European, AFHR has not 

been registered in any European country. No registration was found in Geneva, Brussels or 

Austria.  Therefore, the operations of AFHR in Europe are "illegal" due to various facts: 

¶ AFHR has organised many events and paid money for different parties in Europe. 
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¶ AFHR deceived the public opinion by announcing they are based in Geneva and that they 

have an office there; while in fact they don't exist legally. 8 

¶ AFHR has no licenses in Geneva, so the questions remain unanswered on how it's 

organized pickets, paid for logistics and people?  

¶ AFHR's failure to have Swiss registration means that their financial crimes such as, "Tax 

evasion" and "Money Laundering"  9 

C- Table of AFHR Founding Member Organisations 

ω 9ŎǳƳŜƴƛŎŀƭ !lliance Organisation for Human Rights ω /ƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ 

ω LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Organisation for Human Rights ω bŀǘƛƻƴǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ 

ω Organisation for Social Change Through Education in 

the Middle East 

ω aƻƴǘŀȊŀƘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ Association 

ω !Ǌŀō .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ω !ǘŀŀ !ƭ-Khair Association 

ω !ƭ-Nass Centre for Human Rights ω WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нр /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ 

ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ CŀœŀŘŜ ω {ŀƴŀŘ aƛǎǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

ω aŀΩŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ω !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘts Centre 

ω /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛǾŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ wƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ CǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ ω !Ǌŀō LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ω !ƭ ς Badia Society for Human Rights ω ¦ƴƛǘȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ω DǳƭŦ Organisation for Development and Human Rights ω aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀƴ hōǎervatory for Sustainable Development 

                                                             
8 http://arabfhr.org/contact/?lang=en 
9 http://www.mondaq.com/x/330742/Shareholders/Switzerland+Company+Incorporation 
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ω !ƘǊŀǊ Organisation for Human Rights ω ¢ŀƳƪŜŜƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ω LƳƪŀƴ ŦƻǊ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ω CƻǊǳƳ ƻŦ .ŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ω 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ω ²ƻǊƭŘ ¢ƻǳǊism Organisation  

ω DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ω /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ 

ω hƴŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

Development 

ω hƴŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴ 

Rights 

ω 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ω wƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀn Rights Organisation  

ω {ŀƳŀ !ƭ-Khair Association  

ω !ƭ-Qestas Association for Legal and Constitutional 

Rights 

 

 

D- Who are the AFHR founding members. 

Researchers accomplishing this investigative report have done its utmost efforts to provide 

background information about all NGOs listed in AFHR website and described as "Founding 

Members" A background check was made about all organisations in both English and Arabic 

language. The following pages provide a description of each organisation, their credibility and 

their projects.  

1. AL Arabi Centre for Law 

Our checks confirmed that this organisation doesn't exist. It is only mentioned on AFHR 

website and our initial report, which revealed the AFHR network. 
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Organisational Status: 

Findings 

 

AL Arabi Centre for Law is a fake organisation and non-

existent  

 

 

2. Conscience Association for Human Rights 

Our checks confirmed that this organisation don't exist. It is only mentioned on AFHR 

website and our initial report, which revealed the AFHR network. There are many other 

Arab organisations that have similar names such as Al dameer for Human rights. But 

our checks found no evidence whatsoever of this organisation. We even conduct basic 

Search in Arabic language and found no organisations under this name. 
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Organisational Status: 

Findings Conscience Association for Human Rights is a fake 

organisation and non-existent.  
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3. Al-Nass Centre for Human Rights 

We checked this NGO and the possibility of them having international or local licensing 

in a few countries (Middle East) but found none so far. A basic Google search found no 

information as well. This is clear evidence that this is nonexistent body.  

 

Organisational Status: 

Findings Al-Nass Centre for Human Rights  is nonexistent.  
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4. Arab Bridge for Human Rights 

We checked this NGO and the possibility of them having international or local licensing 

in a few countries (Middle East) but found none so far. A basic Google search found no 

information as well. This is clear evidence that this is nonexistent body.  

 

Organisational Status: 

Findings Arab Bridge for Human Rights is non-existent.  

 


